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Our Own Voice


By Susan Mangum 


    	As an FNP I am often asked why I am not going to medical school or am I going to medical school?  Frequently I have been asked what is the difference between the Nurse Practitioner (NP) and the Physician Assistant (PA)?  My answer always was the same.  I was not trained using the medical model; I was trained as a nurse and to use the health promotion model. As simple as that sounds in this hierarchical healthcare system it sounds as if the nursing model is less than the medical model.  However I have to disagree.  


	It is difficult to explain to my friends, family, and patients I could have gotten into medical school.  I chose not to apply.  I am a nurse and it is long overdue for the nursing voice to be bought to the healthcare table.    I frequently don’t know if many nurses know what they bring to healthcare other than “order taking”.  


	When I was in my MSN program a classmate told me that when he was a plain RN, he was nothing more than an “order taker.”  My response to him was too short but honest.  “Then you were a bad RN”.  As nurses we do get caught up in the medical care of the healthcare but if that is all we do then we are not doing our


		 











profession or our client justice.  As NP’s if we get caught up in just treatment of illness then we might as well be PA’s or MDs.  Yes, as NP is illness that brings the clients to us.  It is illness that opens the door to care we can give.  However, it is not what keeps them returning to us over and over again.  We need to bring health promotion to every visit.  It is not easy but I know it can be done.  We need to be teaching preventive healthcare, screening for heath problems and promoting health.  


	As healthcare changes to a new model, the Health Promotion Model will become of greater and greater importance.  As experts, we need to be taking a lead role in what nursing brings to healthcare.  We need to find our own voice and start using it.  We need to use it in the political arena and the community arena.  We need to be educators of our family, our friends and our patients.  We need some passion in what we do everyday. We have our own voice its time to use it.   


	


TNP Conference 


	The TNP Conference will be in San Antonio in September 2010.  There are tons of opportunities for participation.   This section is to highlight the activities, and upcoming events related to the TNP conference. Claudia Glass and Veronica Trevino are leading the planning efforts.   
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Looking for Someone…. 





I am looking for someone who wants to share a room at the AANP conference in Phoenix June 23rd thru 27th. Contact Kim at � HYPERLINK "mailto:giberga@sbcglobal.net" ��giberga@sbcglobal.net�





Any messages or announcements.  Email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:sumangum@gmail.com" ��sumangum@gmail.com� 









